
 

 

Association of Science Technology Centers 
Analysis of President Trump’s Budget Blueprint 

 
On Thursday, March 23, President Trump released a summary of the Fiscal Year 2018 federal 
budget. The “FY 2018 Skinny Budget” outlined major budgetary themes but did not include 
much detail. A comprehensive budget is scheduled to be released in May. 
 
Some of the programs of interest to ASTC members were not within the level of detail in the 
released budget documents. However, the information that was released was disturbing in 
several aspects: 
 
Specifically the budget blueprint would: 

 Eliminate all funding for the Institute of Museum and Library Services 

 Eliminate all funding for the National Endowment for the Arts and the National 
Endowment for the Humanities 

 Eliminate NASA’s Office of Education including the Competitive Program for Science 
Museums, Planetariums and NASA Visitor Centers (merging education into the Science 
Mission Directorate) 

 Eliminate NOAA’s education grants including the Environmental Literacy Grants program 

 Eliminate funding for the 21st Century Learning Centers afterschool program within the 
Department of Education 

 Eliminate all funding for the Corporation for National and Community Service 
(AmeriCorps) 

 Reduce the budget for the National Institutes of Health by $5.8 billion 

 Reduce the budget for the Environmental Protection Agency by $2.6 billion or 31%. 
Many research and educational programs including the Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative and the Chesapeake Bay Program are eliminated 

 Reduce the budget for the Department of Education by $9 billion. Beyond the overall 
decreases, it is unclear which programs at the Department will face further cuts to cover 
this shortfall and to pay for a new $1.4 billion school choice initiative. 

 
When the full budget is released we will know the fate of other programs of interest to ASTC 
including: 
 

 The overall budget for the National Science Foundation (NSF) 

 The level of funding for the NSF Directorate of Education and Human Resources 

 The level of funding for the NSF Advanced Informal STEM Learning (AISL) program 

 The level of funding for the National Institutes of Health Science Education Partnership 
Awards (SEPA). 

 
Many further programs will also be eliminated or cut in the budget’s final version. 
 
According to Anthony (Bud) Rock, “The President’s Fiscal Year 2018 budget blueprint is a 
dramatic step back from our nation’s longstanding commitment to STEM education, informal 
science, and science in general. Fortunately, the President’s budget proposal is only the first 
step in the process. We are heartened by the level of opposition in Congress to the proposed 
cuts in the science and education budgets. This opposition has been expressed by leaders in 
both parties. ASTC will be heavily involved in the legislative process to see that the reckless and 
shortsighted science and education budget cuts are restored by Congress.” 


