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Grand Challenges

Treating diversity and inclusion
initiatives as a checkbox

Lack of underserved and
underrepresented populations
In engineering
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All children do not have access
to quality early learning
experiences




Libraries, museums & relevant local
partners / key stakeholders

Libraries and American Society of
Civil Engineers
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Problem we
wanted to solve:

A A few things:

A The idea of DEIA initiatives as
checkboxes
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when it comes to these initiatives
A and the feeling (for us) that since we

found more diverse venues (libraries)
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What is a Community Dialogue?

A A Community Dialogue is a loosely facilitated discussion that provides the
opportunity for staff and community members to discuss a common,
community-based challenge or aspiration.
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needs.

“There is no doubt that the Community
Dialogues are beneficial to all parties. |
think this method should be employed
more often when we are considering all
kinds of services, initiatives and
programs for our community.”

Lisa Jackson - Youth Services Librarian,
h*d African-American Research Library and
Cultural Center, Fort Lauderdale, FL
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partners, and further cement your venues as a community hub.
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educational experiences for our communities. STEM learning is part of this and highly important for the
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Community Dialogue Goals

1. Strengthen informal education venues roles in establishing a
STEM Learning Environment

2. ldentify underrepresented community groups

3. Identify possible collaborations and partnerships within the
community

4. Contribute to developing a flexible Community Dialogue model
that all ISE venues can use



What do they
look like?

A 1-4 hours

A Participation that represents the community you live in
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A Change makers

A But most importantly, they should look relevant for the groups
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Everyone participates; no one dominates.
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Draw on your own experiences, views and beliefs. You do not need to be an expert.

Keep an open mind
Listen carefully and try hard to understand the views of those who disagree with you.

Help keep the discussion on track
Stick to the questions; try not to ramble.
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Respond to others how you want to be responded to.
Have fun!



How We Got
Started with this
Model

A It actually started to help ME
develop an exhibit and
programming (Discover Health)

A Initially invited only library staff
and Area Health Education
Center Partners

A Some libraries started inviting
other groups and community
leaders and it became clear that
these informal discussions could
have a much broader impact



