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National Science Foundation
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• An independent federal agency created 
by Congress in 1950 "to promote the 
progress of science; to advance the 
national health, prosperity, and welfare; 
to secure the national defense..."

• Vital because we support basic research 
and people to create knowledge that 
transforms the future. 





Examples of Significant NSF Investments
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TIP: Accelerating Research Toward Impact

Fostering Innovation and 
Technology Ecosystems

Establishing Translation 
Pathways

Partnering to Engage the 
Nation’s Diverse Talent

Nurtures regional and national 
innovation and technology 
ecosystems to support researchers 
and innovators to converge, 
develop and accelerate use-
inspired research for societal 
impact.

Supports startups through a lab-
to-market platform and establishes 
new pathways for translating 
research results for society.

Advances and deepens high-
impact, public and private 
partnerships across all areas of 
science, engineering and education 
to cultivate innovation ecosystems, 
create technology solutions, and 
support future STEM leaders.
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TIP integrates with NSF's existing directorates and fosters partnerships—with government, industry, nonprofits, civil 
society and communities of practice—to leverage, energize and rapidly bring to society use-inspired research and 
innovation.

Collaborates with other TIP and NSF units to seed new programs that accelerate advances in key technologies areas.



New Directorate for Technology, Innovation & Partnerships (TIP)
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TIP harnesses the nation's vast and 

diverse talent pool to advance 

critical and emerging technologies, 

address pressing societal and 

economic challenges, and accelerate

the translation of research results

from lab to market and society. TIP 

improves U.S. competitiveness, 

growing the U.S. economy and 

training a diverse workforce for 

future, high-wage jobs. 

www.beta.nsf.gov/tip/latest

http://www.beta.nsf.gov/tip/latest


NSF’s Commitment to Public Engagement
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